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Questions and 
dilemmas

• How is consent secured/obtained?

• Voices of Human Rights defenders during consent 
process?

• Going beyond Human Rights: 
• What impacts has the campaign to secure 

consent/social licence had on pre-existing 
community cohesion? 

• What policies around ethical conduct do you have 
for workers and suppliers? During periods of 
environmental/social licencing or consent?

• What to do in territories of declared autonomy 
where leaders refuse to engage in any 
consent/consultations regarding extraction projects 
e.g. Wampis in Peru?

• Communities with referendums results opposing 
mining project?



Concluding remarks

• Clean energy transition = soaring demand to extract minerals (copper, nickel, cobalt and lithium).

• Latin American home to most socio-environmental justice conflicts.

• Treat each community as different - Local Context is king.

• Have different policies in place for how to address mining in communities where local opposition 
significant; where locals wish to engage with mining.

• Work with a Human Rights mindset (e.g. UNGPs as largest miners already doing). 

• But do this throughout the organization. Make it a priority (despite how contrarian this may feel – times 
are truly changing). 

• If not you may risk human and ecological harms as well as serious reputational crises.



Concluding 
remarks –
beyond 
community 
relations

Develop new technologies to 
minimize use and waste of 
water.

Mine from waste in line with 
circular economy thinking –
avoid community impacts.


